
Greet Habasimbi, a 41 year vegetable grower of  
Lishokomosi village, Kazungula district , Zambia, sees a 
bright future in his farming business. This is because 
he received a treadle pump under the Climate Justice 
Project (CJI) an intervention funded by the Scottish 
Government and implemented by Community Based 
Natural Resource Management Forum (CBNRM) in 
partnership with Oxfam Zambia. 
 
Previously Mr Habasimi was watering with a bucket 
which can be tiresome and limited the area of  
cultivation, as he was forced plant a small area which 
he could manage to water manually. Despite abundant 
water in the village of Lishokomosi,  vegetables are 
grown on a small scale due to lack of simple of  
irrigation techniques. 
 
Mr. Habasimbi decided to venture in vegetable  
growing due to unpredictable rains.  
“Some years rains ended prematurely, in other seasons 
there was too much rain causing flooding. Additionally 
sometimes the rainy season is was disrupted by long 
dry spells. This caused my crop failure, especially 
maize, which  leads to food shortages for my family 
and inadequate incomes. People depend on maize for 
food and cash from maize sales.” 

Kazungula District in southern Zambia is faced with 
adverse weather conditions such floods, dry spells, 
unpredictable rainy seasons which either start late 
or end prematurely. People in this region depend 
on rain fed agriculture, therefore inability to access 
water can lead to food and livelihood insecurity. As 
part of the CJI project The CBNRM  Forum provided 
30 treadle pumps to the communities and trained 
vegetable growers in the areas so that individuals 
and families are able to improve their vegetable 
businesses. The provision of irrigation technologies 
will enable communities earn an income as they 
will be able to sell their produce in Livingstone.  
 
Following on from the training Mr. Habasimbi is  
optimistic that his business is going to improve 
given that with the treadle pump he will able water 
vegetable easily.  
“Vegetable growing can be a lucrative business 
since its not dependent on the rains, and with lots 
of water in our dam I can earn an income all year 
around. But lack of simple irrigation equipment was 
reducing my capability to grow vegetables on a 
large scale because using a bucket takes time and is 
tiring. With access to the new pump I think I can 
provide a more stable income for my family. ” 
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“With provision of the treadle pump I can extend my garden.  My wife 

can also help to water since the pump is light and easy to use. So even 

if I’m away am not worried about watering because other family 

members can help. With a bigger garden I will earn more money and 

provide for my family” Greet Habasimbi, Kazungula Community Member 
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